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State is one thing, that British subjects should be Chapter
relieved of their allegiance when outside the State is    __1
another.
It must be remembered also that the theoretic para-
mount power of the "King in Parliament in the United
Kingdom has at present a vital meaning for Canada,
which must resort to that authority for any change in
the federal pact. It is not inconceivable that at some
time or other the Commonwealth of Australia might
have to appeal to the same authority, especially if it
is desired to remove the federal character of the con-
stitution. Nor is there any widespread feeling in favour
of the abolition of this paramount power in the
Dominions. It may be disliked by certain spokesmen
of French Canada, but it is highly approved by the
majority of opinion in Quebec; it has been commended
heartily by the present Prime Minister of the Dominion,
and is regarded as of the highest value by the Attorney-
General of the Commonwealth,1 and never criticised in
New Zealand or Newfoundland. Against these views
can only be set the opposition of the Union of South
Africa, largely Dutch in population and republican in
sentiment, and the revolutionary movement in the
Irish Free State, which aims at the unattainable ideal
of an Irish Republic to include Northern Ireland.
" (4) Even more important is the question of the posi-
tion of the Crown and of the limits of freedom of
action for the Dominions in external affairs. The view
of the Irish Free State is simple; the one aim, Mr.
McGilligan holds, of the Conferences of 1926-30 was
to uproot the British Government from the system of
the State, and in substitution for that there was
1 Australia and the British Commonwealth, pp. 86-98.